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Why Anesthesia

• I chose this innovation because I thought it would be interesting to 
know how people in the Industrial Revolution handled pain during 
surgery. After doing research I found out that the discovery of 
anesthesia improved surgical procedures for pain control. They were 
able to do more invasive surgical procedures in which patients were 
made unconscious.



Why Was it Invented

• Anesthesia was created because people were afraid of having surgical 
procedures, because of the extreme pain they may experience. 
Doctors and surgeons tried to use alcohol, chloroform and other 
kinds of pain control. Then anesthesia was created. It was invented to 
relieve patients of any pain when they are in surgery. This was the 
best invention in medical practice, because now surgeons were able 
to perform invasive surgeries without patients being afraid of 
possible pain and being partially sedated.



Who Discovered it

• Nitrous oxide gas( which produces 
anesthesia or laughing gas) was 
discovered by Joseph Priestly in 1772.

• Joseph Priestley was a clergy, political 
theorist, and I physical scientist, 
working in the chemistry of gases.

• His work was used for the study of 
chemical gases



First Successful use of Anesthesia

• The first use of anesthesia was used in Massachusetts hospital. It was performed 
by William Morton (dentist) and John Warren (surgeon) for a live audience in 1846.



Setbacks in the Innovation

Some setbacks that could have occurred :

• the patient falling into such a deep unconsciousness that they would end up dying. 
This could have happened because they may not have had the right equipment or 
means to measure their respiratory state as well as their blood pressure.

• Sometimes people experience side effects like dizziness, vomiting, and headaches 
and very rarely, death.

• Unknown allergic reactions to the opioids that are used for anesthesia could cause 
detrimental effects.



How it Has Improved

• Anesthesia has improved because there is more 
technology behind it. You can now have advanced 
monitoring with anesthesia, this includes taking vital signs 
during a surgical procedure. There are anesthesiologist, 
doctors that specialize in anesthesia, and they do a full 
medical assessment of a patient before surgery, to ensure 
they are stable for surgery and have no known reactions. In 
the Industrial revolution, you probably would not know if 
someone was allergic to something in anesthesia, and it 
could cause harmful damage, but know you can get tested 
for allergies, to check if you are allergic to anything in 
anesthesia, so it is safer.



Further Opportunity

• Further opportunity for anesthesia, would be having it available as a pill so doctors 
wouldn’t have to use the gas for their patients. With the gas they would have to 
have a lot of heavy machinery, but with a pill the patient would just have to 
swallow the pill and the procedure could start. Maybe in the far, far future , we 
could find a way to be able to do surgery without the use of anesthetics.
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