My Book Journey

		By Julianna Morena
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Percy Jackson and the Olympians is a five-book series based on bringing Ancient Greek mythology into a modern setting. The books follow a group of teenagers dealing with the danger of their world. This was the series that got me into reading overall, as the stories and characters were captivating and engaging. It’s an extremely friendly series for any inexperienced readers.

[image: ]Hunger GamesThe Hunger Games takes place in a dystopian country split into districts where children are forced into fighting for the entertainment of the rich. The impact of these books led to me gaining an interest in post-apocalyptic and bleak settings. However, there is still always undertones of hope, which is something crucial to remember.
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Harry Potter
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Harry Potter is a famous young adult book series about a young boy who discovers that he is a wizard. The world-building here is terrific, and everyone wanted to be part of the wizarding world. This sparked my interest in fantasy, as many of those stories have complicated universes that are full of life and details.
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Lord of the Flies is about a group of young boys who end up stranded on a deserted island. Fahrenheit 451 is about a dystopian future where books become illegal, and firefighters have the job of burning them. Both books are considered classics. They deal with bleak themes, and can be considered brutal, but they do it well. While I did not stay with classics, these books left me wanting darker reading content. Something that remains true.




[image: ][image: ]Heroes of Olympus
Heroes of Olympus is the sequel series to Percy Jackson. The main characters are older, and as such, some of the themes and subject matter are more mature than its predecessor. I discovered it when I was not reading much anymore, so it rekindled my interest in fiction. After reading this series, I got really into the author’s works, as well as mythology in general. It opened the door to other retellings or reimaginings. 

One of Us Is Lying
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One of Us Is Lying is about a group of teenagers who all end up in detention. When one of them ends up dying during it, the remaining students become the prime suspects. This book was an addicting read since I found the mystery to be extremely interesting. It was complicated but not hard to follow. It introduced me to the world of murder mysteries, which is a genre that I absolutely love.

[image: ]Tomorrow When the War BeganThe Tomorrow series is a seven-book series that follows a handful of young friends, as they return from a camping trip only to learn that their whole town has been invaded by an unknown country. The books can be dark, as the main characters engage in guerrilla warfare with real consequences, but it’s a great read. It’s fascinating to see how each of the different teenagers adapt to their situation, as their personality and beliefs have an impact on their actions.
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Description automatically generated]The Seven Husbands of Evelyn HugoThe Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is a book where a famous movie star near the end of her life gives an all-out exclusive about everything, including all her husbands, to a random reporter, despite many offers from more renowned journalists. It’s a touching book that, while fictional, still provides a great look at old school Hollywood. This book is part of a new wave of popular fiction for young readers, and as such, it offers a lot of recommendations that have similar reading demographics. In that way, it has a big impact on what I read in the future.
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The #1 New York Times Best-Selling Series
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The bestselling author of “The Tomorrow Series’
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