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What is goodnotes?
GoodNotes is a note-taking app that lets you take handwritten notes in digital notebooks 
and annotate imported PDF documents. The app aims to help you lead a paperless life.

All your notes and documents are neatly organized in GoodNotes so that you won't ever 
lose anything again. Messy desks, paper jams in printers, waiting in line in front of the 
copier, carrying around heavy backpacks - all these things can be avoided by using 
GoodNotes.

The central elements to organizing information in GoodNotes are notebooks and 
(external) documents. 

Digital notebooks are much like paper ones, with individual pages and a cover. Yet, 
unlike with a paper notebook, GoodNotes allows you to create an unlimited number of 
notebooks with infinite pages. You can add all sorts of information to a single page 
and create rich, multimedia notes: handwriting, typed text, images, sketches, photos, 
screenshots, and more.
At the same time, using the app is as simple and straightforward as writing on paper. 
Just pick up a stylus and start writing.

You can import all your PDF documents into the app to annotate them right on your 
device.

I recommend importing all the documents that will eventually need any handwritten 
annotation or highlighting. With the ability to search for your handwriting and other text, 
you'll always find what you need quickly.



top 5 Note taking methods



how to take 
good notes
One thing that most successful students have in common 
is that they use a specific note-taking method. A note-
taking method will help you to prepare before the lecture 
and to review key concepts after a class. It will help you 
to stay focused during the lecture to pay attention and 
actively participate. It will help you to organize your notes 
properly so that you don’t have to worry about losing the 
overview once you get back to them to prepare for an 
exam. 

In this PPT, I will give an overview of the best note-
taking methods for students alike-using this app. 



#1) The Outline method

• The Outline method is one of the best and most popular 
note-taking methods for high school and college students 
alike

• It lets you organize your notes in a structured form, helping 
you save a lot of time for further reviewing and editing

• As the name suggests, this method requires you to structure 
your notes in form of an outline by using bullet points to 
represent different topics and their subtopics

• Start writing main topics on the far left of the page and add 
related subtopic in bullet points below using indents

• This method can be used in a variety of situations but works 
best if the lecture or class follows a relatively clear 
structure



#2) The Cornell Method
• It is a unique note-taking method that finds its application in a 

variety of situations

• What differentiates it from other methods is the page layout

• ideal for all types of lectures or even meetings

• A quicker way to take, review, and organize your notes

• Summarizes all the information in a systematic manner

• Helps in effective learning as it enables to absorb information in 

a shorter time

• Helps you to extract main ideas

• Cuts down time for reviewing

• The page is divided into three or four sections starting from one 
row at the top for title and date (optional) and one at the bottom 
along with two columns in the center

• 30% of width should be kept in the left column while the 
remaining 70% for the right column



#3) The Boxing Method
• All notes that are related to each other are grouped together in a box

• A dedicated box is assigned for each section of notes which cuts down the 
time needed for reading and reviewing

• Segregates and organizes your notes in the form of boxes

• Let’s you focus on one box at a time while reading

• Help you memorize the relation between notes in a visual way

• Perfect for people that take notes on an iPad

• Not suitable for every lecture type

• Doesn’t work well if no overall topics can be assigned to a group of notes

• Requires additional time to group the notes in the end or during the lecture



#4) The charting 
method
• This is also one of the most-effective note-taking 

methods for college students/high school students when 
it comes to jotting down heavy content which includes 
stats and other information

• It also works great when you want to cut down on the 
amount of time you spend on editing and reviewing 
during test time

• I suggest using this method when you need to memorize 
a lot of information, but I don’t recommend to apply it 
during classes or lectures

• Creating charts with the charting methods takes time. It 
makes sense to use this method when summarizing 
whole lectures as a preparation for exams or during 
intensive study sessions



#5) The mapping method
• When the lecture content is intense, the mapping method works best

• Visually appealing

• Can be used for noting down detailed information but in a concise form

• Allows easy editing of the notes

• It helps organize your notes by dividing them into branches, enabling you to 
establish relationships between the topics

• While mapping your notes, you might run out of space on a single page

• Can be confusing if the information is wrongly placed while taking notes

• Start with writing the main topic at the top of the map

• Keep dividing it into subtopics on the left and right as you go down



How do I share my notes? 

You can share your documents/notes later as well!

0. Select the document(s) or page(s) to export.
1. Initiate the Export command.
2. Choose a location for the exported file(s)

Just a note:

• Note-taking is a crucial part of every student

• If your notes are messy, it can be difficult to 
review them and find important information 
before tests and exams

Hope this Powerpoint has helped you find the right 
method for you!


